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A Di gModesail A Primer and an Updateo

By Frank Schramm, WB2PYD
Vice President, RaRa

Have you ever been tuning around the HF bands and heard those odd

buzzing sounds and warbling tones tI

the middle of a hot summer 6s night
hearing is a language all its own: a digital language between two machines
(or possibly cyborg cats from 4-land chewing the rag). The various digital
modes can provide quick and efficient communications in even the noisiest
situations. By using very narrow bandwidth signals, and the ears and speed
of your computer for encoding and decoding, they can punch through when
voice signals canodt .

It does nbyouremaw tb the digitaf modes (RTTY, PSK, etc...) or a
seasoned veteran, you won't want to miss this presentation by Ross
Mazzola, KC2LOC, on March 5" at our usual venue the Henrietta Fire
Station #1. For those of you who have not ventured into the digital mode
arena, there is nothing to be afraid of. Hooking your PC up to your rig is quick
and easy, Ross will give you all the information you need to get hooked up
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you can work all those Australians and South Americans!

For operators who already run Digital, Ross has some valuable tips and
tricks for tuning, cutting through the pileups and getting yourself heard i you
can start by NOT transmitting upside down. There are also many things you
can do, and tools you can use, to increase your proficiency and make more
QS06s i n | es s -chewto®AS ard DXEC; digita modes are for
you!
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By Duane Fregoe, K2SI
President, RaRa

Recently | was asked where one could find an updated repeater listing for the
Rochester area. 0The ARRL
published yearly but I 6 | | bet the person was |
went digging through my files and found a list of repeaters from the Western
New York and Southern Ontario Repeater Council (WNYSORC). Within a
few days of starting this quest for repeater listings | get an email from Bob
Soltis who is the Treasurer of the Upper New York Repeater Council

(UNYREPCO). Why do we need to know about both of these organizations?

The Rochester area has the privilege of having the repeaters in our area
coordinated by 2 different repeater councils. UNYREPCO deals with all
repeaters east of the Genesee River and all within the City of Rochester.
WNYSORC deals with all repeaters to the west of the City of Rochester and
west of the Genesee River.

More information on UNYREPCO is available from their web site at
http://www.unyrepco.org Memberships are available for any licensed
amateur radio operators that reside in the region served by UNYREPCO. A
listing of repeaters can be downloaded from the web site.

More information on WNYSORC is available from their web site at
http://www.wnysorc.org Memberships are available for any licensed
amateur radio operators that reside in the region served by WNYSORC. A
listing of repeaters can be downloaded from the web site.

Weeks later | am telling Dick Goslee (KG2l) about my search for the perfect
repeater listing for our area. Dick immediately tells me there is an up to date
repeater listing in the club directory. Who knew? Not only that but the
Directory contains 2 copies of the listing. You have one for the shack and
another one for your car. | guess the Directory is good for more than just
looking up call signs.

Dondt forget t hat c | udbthe edrrerc tThedfloos of
calls from prospective candidates has been overwhelming. Okay, maybe |
overstated that a little bit. Let me call it a drought for now. RARA needs you!

If you missed the February meeting you missed a good one. Dave Shields
with RG&E gave a wonderful presentation on power line noise and all the
things that RG&E has to do to keep line noise down and quality up. If you
missed the presentation, the audio file will be on the RARA web site under
Past Meeting Topics.

Dondét tb getug eyour
postage paid postcard that
came with your Directory.
The Board of Directors and
Officers of the club want to
hear from you and we made it
easy and free for you to

respond. Thank-you in
advance for returning the
postcards with your
selections.

| am looking forward to
seeing everyone at our next
meeting on March 5, 2010.

As always the coffee will be hot, the soda will be cold, and the donuts will
be fresh!
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* Conventional Loans * 203k Renovation Loans
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* Reverse Mortgages * Investment Property Loans
Commitments in 5 days or less
lilian.kelley @ prospectmtg.com
www.myprospectmortgage.com/lkelley/
direct: 585 704-9532 e-fax: 866 415-0063

*Mom of Max, KC2SPY
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RaRa Hotline

(585) 210-8910
24 Hours a Day
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Arthur F. DeBruycker, W2YGW

By Ed Gable, K2MP
RARA Histarian

The Radio Amateur community is saddened by the sudden loss of one of its
more senior members with the death of Art DeBruycker, W2YGW. Art was
first licensed pre-war with the help of another area old timer, friend and much
loved amateur, George Batterson, W2GB. (sk) George was a died-in-the-
wool CW man and that rubbed off on Art in a big way. Over time Art
developed his CW skills to an unprecedented level that many would do well
to emulate. Further, he turned that skill to good use by becoming heavily
involved in the ARRL National Traffic System where he was a regular Net
Control station as well as a Net Manager. A well directed CW net is like DeBruycker, Arthur F.
music to the ears of those who wish to partake. A quick call in, a quick traffic Fairport: January 29, 2010.
list, an incredibly abbreviated command from net control to move off and take
traffic, a dit dit (I1dm back) and o
speed, efficiency and accuracy assured by a skilled director. Art did that as Survived by his loving wife of 35
well as anyone.

A long time friend and fellow CW traffic handler, Bud Hippisley, W2RU, .
wrote in part saying ATruly, SN EGRIE  Barrington, James DeBruycker, :

sported one of the most beautiful @ Sandra (David) Malinowski, Linda
After serving his country in both WW2 and in Korea, Art returned to the
area and began a long time career in the Broadcasting industry with much
time spent at WHEC radio and channels 10 and 21 television. While at (Sherri) Bramer; 11 grandchildren;
channel 10, Art demonstrated an add
employee pistol shooting team. It was there where Art met a fellow shooter,

years Diana; children, Barbara

(James) Schaap; step  -son, Dale

3 great grandchildren. Arthur

RaRabs own Di ck Gosl ee, KG21 . Di c worked as a television engineer for a ¢

shooter and won a number of awar ds.

. ] several years around the Rochester
Dick would later be chosen to represent New York State on the state-wide y

pistol team. area. He was also a ham radio
Later in his career Art became more and more active with RaRa and local operator for over 50 years. Arthur

activities. He taught CW, naturall

many years. One of his students, Carl Decker, KC2KPK, reported on Art was al so a US Army and Navy

sayi ng fihe took a | ot of interest [l veteran serving in WWII and the

sincere as well as a very nice gent|l

) . . . . . Korean War.
Art finally made the ultimate step in helping his Club by serving as RaRa

President in 1996-1997. During this time Art also volunteered at the AWA
Museum in Bloomfield. While there, Art used his computer skills to integrate
the artifact data base with embedded photographs, a system that is still used No prior calling. The family will hold
today when referencing the collection. a Memorial Service at the First

Art al so enjoyed f#dApl ayi ndglight ta haveraa d i Congregational UCC Church of
member of the Band-Dit-Dahs Field Day group where he amazed fellow FD Fairport later this Spring to be

participants by operating high speed contest CW and holding conversations announced. In lieu of flowers,

or doing other activity, only to si donations may be made to  the First
head. If you wanted to find Art at the Field Day site, or at a flea market, just Congregational UCC Church of

look for the huge over sized straw hat and Art would be under it. Fairport in his memory

Art was a member of -1t h@p ecroavteotresd CARI
recognition for Ra di oonly Atheabest wfr dperating i
techniques and skills. He also easily won several code copying contests at
the Rochester Hamf est ARough and R
W2RUF.

Art will be missed by all who knew him. This is truly a case where his -
silent key is an altering event in the evolution of ham radio in our community /]
and beyond.

\/

Sign & View Arthur¢
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http://www.legacy.com/gb2/default.aspx?bookid=8839181852066

Upgrade with Spring 2010 License Course

By Larry Wallnau, W2ZEY VE NEWS
RARA License Class Coordinator

On January 16th we had 14 candidates
and all 14 passed with the following
results: 10 Technician, 1 General and 3

Course: General Class License. This course is for folks who Extra. Special mention is made of Ben
have a Technician Class License and want to upgrade to Matthews KC2VJW who passed both
General. (See www.rochesterham.org) the General and Extra exams at this
session.
When: Nine Thursdays, March 18th through May 13"
License testing available Saturday June 5" at the Thomas  Anderson  KBITPF T
Rochester Hamfest (See www.rochesterham.org). Shawn  Beltraccht ~ KC2WMI T
Evan Brent KC2WMJ T
Time: 6:30 PM i Classes lasting for about 2 hours Michael  Calarco KC2WMK T
Frank Forkl KC2WML T
Location: RIT Campus, Building 9 Mason Pinckard KC2WMM T
Room: 09-1129 Robert Roberts KC2WMP T
Use Parking Lot F or J Nathan Schiffer KC2WMN T
See map at Christopher Tomkins-TinchKC2WMO T
http://facilities.rit.edu/campus/maps/general/general.pdf i )
Tim Garvin KDBMXC T
Registration: March 18" at 6:30 PM, in assigned classroom. Samuel  Swisher N2TIX G
Craig Connelly N2CJC E
Tuition: Nonmembers: Benjamin  Matthews KC2VIW E
For nonmembers, $43 (includes course fee, 1 year Full Robert Phillips W2MXL E
Membership in RARA, and ARRL General Class license
textbook) The next testing session will be on

March 20". at RIT, Bldg 9, Room 3129
RARA Members: starting at 10:00AM.

For existing RARA members, $28 which includes the
textbook ($24) and course fee ($4).

Payment at time of registration. Make check payable to
Rochester Amateur Radio Association.

Walk-ins are welcome but it is strongly recommended that you make a
reservation because classroom space is limited. For more information
and to reserve space in the course, contact:

Larry Wallnau, W2ZEY
License Course Coordinator
585-389-1926 (home)
585-721-2117 (cell)
w2zey@rochester.rr.com

RaRa eRag 4


http://facilities.rit.edu/campus/maps/general/generallarge.gif
http://www.rochesterham.org/
http://www.rochesterham.org/
http://facilities.rit.edu/campus/maps/general/general.pdf

Public Service 2010

By Duane Fregoe, K2SI
RARA Public Service Coordinator

Below is the list of local events that are being coordinated by local hams.
The RARA web site should be updated by March 1st. Go to
www.rochesterham.organd c¢l i ck on APublic Serv
events and details on each event ar ¢
and fill in the boxes. Hi ghl iuwbhmi ttol
will receive an email with your information and will reply to you
acknowledging that | have received it.

Tour de Cure i Sun, June 13, 2010

MS Bike Ride i Sat & Sun, August 7 & 8, 2010

Walnut Hill Driving Competition i Wed thru Sun, August 11 - 15, 2010
AIDS Rochester Red Ribbon Ride 7 Sun, August 22, 2010

Rochester Arthritis Foundation Marathon i Sun, September 12, 2010
Fairport Lift Bridge Regatta i Sun, September 19, 2010
Barktoberfest: Lollypop Farm i Sat, September 25, 2010

Jamboree on the Air (BSA) 7 Sat & Sun, October 16 & 17, 2010

NYS Thruway Pumpkin Patrol i Sat & Sun, October 30 & 31, 2010

06706/2009
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FREE
ARRL Licensing
Manuals

Are you, or do you know, a young
person interested in getting their TECH
license?

If so, contact Dick Goslee
(rgoslee@rochester.rr.com)
for a free ARRL Licensing Manual!

While supplies last - limited to
guantities on hand.

Greater Buffalo Hamfes:
Sunday March 14, 2010

Ismailia Shrine Center, 1600 Southwestern
Blvd RT 20, West Seneca, NY

Vendor Tables ... Only $ 7 Call NOW -
716-825-7097 or Email: kc2blh@aol.com

Web Site: gbhamfest.hamgate.net
Sponsored by: The Lancaster Amateur
Radio Club - W2SO



http://www.rochesterham.org/
mailto:rgoslee@rochester.rr.com
http://gbhamfest.hamgate.net/

Awards Thoughts

By Dan & Sue Waterstraat, W2DEW & KC2SUE

March raffle we're offering prizes for your workbench and building stuff. Our
first prize is a Tenma Digital Multimeter. Some of the features are:

TENMA Folding calculator style meter includes functions thought impossible
of a unit this size. The meter measures only 3/8" thick (excluding folding
case) allowing storage virtually anywhere. Requires one 3V lithium which is
included.

- 5/8" high digits

- DC Voltage: 400mV, 4V, 40V, 400V,
500V

- AC Voltage: 4V, 40V, 400V, 500V

- Resistance: 400U, 4KU, 40KU,
400KU, 4MU, 20MU

- Capacitance: 4nF, 40nF, 400nF,
4uF, 40uF, 200uF

- Frequency: 10Hz ~ 100KHz

- Auto ranging.

- Maximum Display: 3999. (3 3/4
digits)

- Battery Type: 3V button battery
(CR2032).

- Dimensions (HXWxL): 4.25 x 2.25 x
0.5.

Our second prize is a "Two for One" of a Resistor Substitution Box and a
Capacitor Substitution Box. These are both kits for your project building
enjoyment. The Resistor Substitution

Box has 24 values from 10 Ohms to 1

s g ‘i‘-'.“"""”‘. s Megohms. The resistors are 5%, 0.5W.

20
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The Capacitor Substitution Box has
24 values from 100pF to .1uF with
Ceramic caps 50-100V 10%.

If you missed the ARRL Handbook in
HAN DBOOK January, we have a new, but still very useful,
FOR RADIO COMMUMNICATIONS 2008 ARRL Radio Amateur's HandbOOk, CD-
: ROM Included. The CD-ROM at the back of
the book includes all of the fully searchable
text and illustrations in the printed book, as
well as companion software, PC board
templates and other support files. New filter
theory and design examples, including a HF/6
meter high-power low-pass filter project.
Revised and expanded RF safety content,
including new insights into RF safety
regulations and research
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