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ñWhy canôt he hear me?ò Why canôt I ever work Hawaii?ò ñI can work Europe, 
but I canôt log anyone in New Jersey. Whatôs wrong?ò 
 
If youôve ever uttered, or even thought, anything like that youôre not alone. 
The biggest mystery of radio is called Propagation. Propagation is all those 
things that affect your radio signal and determine where itôs going to be 
received and how strong it will be when it gets there. For some itôs as 
incomprehensible as magic, for others itôs a fundamental science thatôs 
studied with computers and charts. While none of us should live with our 
heads in the sand (or any other place the sun doesnôt shine) few of us have 
the desire or time to master the science of propagation. So what do we do? 
 
There are tools available that try to bridge the gap between the magic and 
the science, and provide the average Ham with a simple, understandable 
answer to the question: ñWhere should my signal be heard if I keyed up right 
now?ò  

 
One of those tools is called the ñPropNet 
Projectò. In its most simplified form, 
PropNet is a 
powerful network of 

real-time data collection from around the world all 
reporting to a central database. You can access this 
database and it will display real-time actual 
propagation between various parts of the globe! No 
forecasting, no predictions, just real exchanges 
presented in an easy to understand full color map 
(courtesy of Google Maps). 
 
On Friday December 4

th
 Ev Tupis, W2EV, will 

demonstrate how easy it is to use this valuable 
resource. Then youôll know when, and on what 
frequency, youôll be able to have a QSO with Hawaii 
or any other location youôre after. 
 
 
Now you try it. Say: ñPropa-gationòé There, I knew 
you could! 

 

Propa-what??? 
 

By Frank Schramm, WB2PYD 
Vice President, RaRa 
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I hope everyone enjoyed their November copy of the ñe-RAGò.  As you could 
see from the November edition we listened to the comments that were 
received from our members.  We changed the layout to a one column format 
to make it easier for those that like to read it on a computer screen.  We also 
changed the font and made it a little larger for those of us with the tired eyes. 
 
If you did not get a copy of the November e-RAG you missed some good 
reading.  All we need is a valid email address to get you on the distribution 
list.  Please send that email address to president@rochesterham.org . 
 
The e-RAG is only as good as the content.  Alan Masson, GM3PSP / 
K6PSP, sent in a wonderful bio on his past ham radio experiences and 
updated us on his recent move back to Scotland.  There are other members 
in the club that have moved out of the area but maintained their membership 
in RARA.  It would be great to hear from some of those members.  All bio 
write-ups and photos (we like pictures) can be emailed to me at the address 
noted above. 
 
The ñDirectoryò has been part of the club for many years.  Prior to the 
popularity of the internet it was a big benefit to being a member of the club.  
With web sites from the FCC, QRZ, and WM7D paper based directories have 
lost much of their popularity.  The need to go green is also driving us to less 
printed material. 
 

The ñDirectoryò is an expense to the club.  If our members do not need it or 
do not use it then why should the club continue on with this expense?  To 
better gauge the clubs need for a printed directory we are going to ask 
members to sign up for a copy of the ñ2010 Directoryò.  You will need to go to 
the www.rochesterham.org web site to reserve your copy of the ñ2010 
Directoryò. For those that may not have internet access you may call (585) 
210-8310 to leave your name and call sign. 
 

Skywarn  Appreciation Day is December 5, 2009 (0000 ï 2400 UTC).  For us 
locals that is Friday night December 4

th
 at 7:00 PM until Saturday night at 

7:00 PM.  The National Weather Service in Buffalo will be monitoring the 
146.110 repeater.  As you are 
driving home from the RARA 
meeting Friday night turn on that 
2M mobile and give them a 
contact.  The exchange is 
nothing more than a call sign 
and a one or two word current 
weather condition such as wind 
speed, temperature, or 
precipitation. 

 
I am looking forward to seeing everyone at our next meeting on December 4, 
2009.  As always the coffee will be hot, the soda will be cold, and the donuts 
will be fresh! 
  

Calendar of Events 
 

 

Dec 4 RaRa meeting 
 7:30 PM, Henrietta FD #1 
 
Dec 9 RaRa Board of Directors 
 5:30 PM, RIT 
 Bldg-17, Room 2110 
 
Dec 15 RDXA Holiday Dinner 
 Nickôs Sea Breeze, Inn.  
 4581 Culver Rd. 
 
Dec 18 RRRA Holiday Dinner 
 MacGregorôs 
 300 Jefferson Rd. 
 
Dec 19 VE Testing 
 10:00 AM, RIT 
 Bldg-9,  Room 3139 
 
Dec 26-29 W2RDX Ham Radio Demo 
 ñHoliday Science & 
 Technology Daysò at the 
 Rochester Museum & 
 Science Center 
 

 
 

 
 

RaRa Hotline 

(585) 671-2424 
24 Hours a Day 

 

 

The Prez Sez 
 

By Duane Fregoe, K2SI 
President, RaRa 

 

 

mailto:president@rochesterham.org
http://www.rochesterham.org/


 RaRa Rag  3 

 
Another year of Amateur Radio Public Service has come to a close.  Many 
thanks to all that captained an event for the hours spent in meetings, making 
phone calls, and sending emails.  Many thanks to all the volunteers that gave 
of their time to participate and assist an organization that needed our talents.   
 
I have put together a recap of the events that we participated in for 2009.  It 
notes the number of hams that participated in the event and the total ham 
man hours expended for the event.  If a ham worked an event over multiple 
days it count as one in the ham count but the man hours would be 
cumulative over the entire event for that person. 
 

EVENT # of HAMS MAN-HOURS 

      

WXXI Digital TV Phone-In 11 22 

Special Olympics Winter Games 11 55 

Tour de Cure 32 288 

Walnut Hill Farm Driving Competition 20 245 

Rochester Marathon 12 65 

AIDS Rochester Red Ribbon Ride 16 176 

Fairport Regatta 3 19.5 

Barktoberfest 15 57 

MS Bike Tour 18 198 

America's Walk for Diabetes 4 24 

Jamboree on the Air 11 100 

Pumpkin Patrol 29 225 

      

TOTAL 182 1474.5 

 

For a comparison in 2008 we had 181 hams for a total of 1,407 man-hours. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Public Service 2009 
By Duane Fregoe, K2SI 

RARA Public Service Coordinator 

 VE NEWS 

The October 17
th
 test session was 

held at RIT with 6 candidates. The 
testing resulted in three new 
Technicians, two Generals and one 
Extra, Fred WA2BQA who promptly 
volunteered for the VE Team, thank 
you Fred. 

 

William Carey K2BOT T 

Laura Moulton KC2VZL T 

Edward Scott KC2VZM T 

Robert Svenson KC2VXX G 

Norman Moulton KC2VZN G 

Fred  Shippey WA2BQA E 

 

 

 
 

RaRa Amateur Radio 
License Testing is held on 

the 3rd Saturday of each 
Month, September 

through April. 
 

Registration begins at 
10:00AM in RIT Building 

9, Room 3139 
(click for map) 

 
Contact Ken Hall, W2KRH 

for space reservations. 
 

http://facilities.rit.edu/campus/maps/general/generallarge.gif
http://www.heritagevehicles.com/
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Come on out to the 
December RARA meeting 
and get a second chance to 
win a LaCrosse Atomic 
Clock.  This was a very 
popular prize last year.  This 
clock uses Time Signals 
from WWVB to display the 
correct time automatically.  
The clock display has 2" 
digits so you can see it from 
across the shack.  
 Other features include 13 
time zones including UTC, 12 or 24 hour display, moon phase display, and 
indoor and outdoor temperature display using a remote wireless outdoor 
temperature sensor.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For the repair bench we have a Craftsman 
Battery Test Meter.  This meter tests batteries 
form 1.5V to 22.5V and sizes from Button 
cells, AAA, AA, C, D, to lantern batteries.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
For the work bench, we have 
an Irwin Unibit Step Drill 
(made in USA).  This will 
make holes from 1/8" to 1/2".  
If you've never used one, 
these are great for making 
holes in metal and plastic 
panels without grabbing and 
ripping out of your hands.  
The holes also come out nice 
and round instead of jagged.  
So come on out to the 
meeting and win yourself a 
Christmas present! 
  

Awards Thoughts 
By Dan & Sue Waterstraat, W2DEW & KC2SUE 

 

 
 

http://www.rochesterham.org/Hamfest.htm
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This December meeting carried on a long tradition of RaRa being hosted by 
one of the Kodak Amateur Radio Clubs, this time by the Kodak Park group, 
WB2WXQ.   Held at KPôs building 28, the program consisted of 
Ed Gable, K2MP and Mark Thompson, N2JER, who was the 
lead engineer on the Harris/RFôs program to supply W1AW with 
new solid state kilowatt transmitters for bulletin and code 
practice transmissions.   Ed spoke on the history of the ARRLôs 
W1AW club station while Mark revealed the technical aspects of 
the equipments.  Ed, who was the Production Manager for 
Harris at the time, said there were a lot of volunteers who 
wanted to work on the W1AW transmitters.  And now just a side 
bar, one of those funny ñWhere did that come?ò from facts: Did 
you know that Hiram Percy Maxim W1AW, co-founder of the 
ARRL, was the youngest ever graduate of M.I.T. at the age of 
16?  OK, back to work. 
 
From the ARRL letter, it was reported that the League Board of 
Directors voted 9 for, and 6 against, recommending to the FCC 
that a new codeless amateur license class be initiated. 
 
As reported by Wayne King, N2WK, for the Rochester VHF 
Group, the groupers are going all out with a greatly expanded 
program called the Rochester Cup.  The goal is to increase 
local activity in the VHF groupôs hotly contested January VHF 
contest while at the same time challenge other Rochester area 
clubs to compete for the Rochester Cup, won last year by 
RaRa. 

Today we live for reports like this, but published in this issue was 
a report that the solar flux index hit a record 305 with the 
expected results of outstanding propagation through 50 MHz.  
With regret it was reported that Cosmo Centola W2ZDX, Charles 
Schifano KA2LCW and Gretchen Stewart K2ZCE were reported as silent 
keys. 
 
From the Want Ads you could buy a Heath HW-101 with accessories for 
$350.00 from Paul Altpeter N2BUL.  Michael G. Rice, KB2SG, Attorney At 
Law, remained a long term advertiser. 
 
 
 

RaRa Rag 20 Years Ago: 
December, 1989 

By Ed Gable, K2MP 

RaRa Historian   

 

 

 
 

HIRAM PERCY MAXIM 
Photo courtesy of Hiram Percy Maxim II, 


